good that the friend had sat down in the end5 but why
should he have needed any persuasion and argument?
TO BAHAWALPUR FRIENDS
As Gandhiji had walked to the prayer ground, the
refugees from Bahawalpur had staged a demonstration
and shouted slogans asking for help for the 70,000
Hindus and Sikhs left behind in Bahawalpur. They
became perfectly quiet when Gandhiji sat down for the
prayers. Gandhiji commended their example to all. He
had been told that the people from Bahawalpur would
disturb the prayer meeting that day. He had not be-
lieved it and according to his expectation they had
maintained perfect silence during the prayers. It pleased
him to note how peaceful the prayer gathering these
days were. The sufferers from Bahawaipur had given
expression to their anguish in a restrained manner.
He knew their sufferings. He assured them that every-
thing possible was being done for the Hindus and Sikhs
of Bahawalpur. He had the word of the Nawabsaheb
that though he could not bring the dead back to life,
the remaining Hindus and Sikhs could live there in peace
and safety. No one would interfere with their religion.
The Union Government was also alive to its duty
and was doing all that was possible. He wanted them
to bear in mind that there was a far larger number
of the Hindus and Sikhs in Sind including a large
number of Harijaris. They did not feel safe there.
He had just read a telegram from Sind saying that
what had taken place in Karachi was far worse than
the newspaper reports led one to believe. His advice
to them all was not to lose patience and courage. They
should never accept defeat. The word "defeat" should
be deleted from their dictionary. For that it was
necessary that they should curb their anger and patiently